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most important part of his work, and it is for this reason that M. Levy- 
Bruhl devotes attention to it exclusively. 

The author's main object has evidently been to give a detailed exposi- 
tion of the positive philosophy, and in this he has succeeded admirably. 
The work is a clear, systematic, and sympathetic account of the Comtean 
point of view. It treats first of Comte's conception of the philosophic 
problem, the law of the three stages, the classification of the sciences, the 
positivistic view of science and of scientific method. After this introduc- 
tion there follows a detailed account of Comte' s treatment of the various 
sciences from mathematics up to sociology. The concluding chapter con- 
tains an estimate of Comte's significance in the history of the development 
of human thought. 

According to M. Levy-Bruhl, Comte's originality is to be found in the 
fact that he saw the necessity of reorganizing science and philosophy before 
proceeding to the reorganization of society, which was his ultimate aim. 
He perceived that the sociological problem could not be solved until more 
theoretical problems had been dealt with ; for social institutions depend 
upon ethical customs, and these in turn imply theoretical beliefs. In deal- 
ing with this problem of ' intellectual reorganization' Comte found that the 
positive sciences, while affording real knowledge, did not satisfy the intellec- 
tual demand for universality or unity ; the theologico-metaphysical systems 
of thought, on the other hand, possessed the characteristic of universality 
but not that of reality. Since neither characteristic can be sacrificed, the 
difficulty was to unite the ' reality' of the positive sciences with the ' uni- 
versality' of philosophy. Comte came to the conclusion that this could be 
done only by the transformation of science into philosophy. For this trans- 
formation the creation of sociology as a positive science, i. e., the discovery 
of the fact that human life and society are governed by unalterable laws, 
was of crucial importance. It not only rendered possible the universaliz- 
ing of the positive method, it also brought about "the totalization of ex- 
perience ; " for sociology, as the last of the fundamental sciences, presup- 
poses and sums up all the others. According to M. L6vy-Bruhl, this 
transformation of science into philosophy, this ' ' Copernican revolution, ' ' 
constitutes Comte's chief claim to a place in the history of thought. His 
sociological hypotheses have suffered the fate of all scientific theories, but 
the speculative basis of his work is of permanent value and shows its in- 
fluence even in those who oppose it. 

David Irons. 

System der Philosophic Enthaltend : Erkenntnistheorie, Logik und 

Metaphysik, Psychologie, Moral und Religionsphilosophie. Von Dr. 

Josef Mueller. Mainz, Franz Kirchheim, 1898. — pp. viii, 372. 

This book will be found of service to beginners in philosophy for whom 

an imprimi permittitur is essential. As the title indicates, it covers in 

brief outline nearly all the strictly philosophical disciplines. It does this 
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in an interesting way, and with a display of no little learning and acumen. 
Without assenting to the course of thought at all points, one may yet 
easily perceive that within the limits which the author prescribes to him- 
self, he has made the discussion fresh and crisp, and has illustrated it and 
set it in relief by a considerable body of references to modern philosophical 
literature. The evident breadth of the author's philosophical reading 
makes it all the more regrettable that he has not chosen to put into the 
hands of his readers specific title and page references to the authors whom 
he discusses. 

As to the point of view, standing ground is sought by an analysis of 
the ego and its contents somewhat in the spirit of Descartes. This 
analysis takes a psychological rather than a logical direction, and by means 
of it an effort is made to establish the truth of metaphysical realism. The 
author holds that the conscious differences between an idea and a sensa- 
tion are sufficient to prove his position. But it must be said that the 
failure to heed the logical problems involved in our consciousness of the 
external world detracts materially from the value of the analysis. 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University. 

Nietzsche s Stellung zu den Grundfragen der Ethik genetisch dargestellt. 
Von Dr. Georg A. Tienes. Berner Studien zu Philosophic und ihrer 
Geschichte, Band XVII, Herausgegeben von Dr. Ludwig Stein, Pro- 
fessor an der Universitat Bern. Bern, C. Sturzenegger, 1899. — pp. 50. 

According to the author, the purpose of this book is to describe the 
history of Nietzsche's development, and to show his manner of working, 
the multitude of his methods, and his various ways of putting a question, 
in order to help to bring about a better understanding of Nietzsche him- 
self, especially the Nietzsche of the last period. Three general questions 
are discussed : (1) the derivation of morality ; (2) the fundamental 
principles of morality ; (3) the will. The treatment is entirely chronolog- 
ical ; so much so that in the discussion of the differen topics Nietzsche's 
books are taken up in order, and a summary is given of the contribution 
of each to the solution of the problem under consideration. Such a mode 
of treatment, with its lack of unity, makes the book difficult to read, and 
almost necessitates a previous knowledge of Nietzsche's philosophy ; but 
the care with which the work has been done makes it valuable for reference. 

Grace Neal Dolson. 

Alfred Fouillees fisychischer Monismus. Von Mme. Dr. Dorothee Pas- 
manik. Berner Studien zur Philosophic und ihrer Geschichte, Band 
XVI. Herausgegeben von Dr. Ludwig Stein, Professor an der Uni- 
versitat Bern. Bern, C. Sturzenegger, 1899. — pp. 86. 
This book contains a careful and well-arranged account of the philo- 
sophical system of one of the greatest of living French philosophers, and is 



